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PROPRIETORS 
EAST TN DTA oa 


HOEVER imagines the Alarms, reſpecting your Af- 
fairs in India, has been ſpread only to create Confu- 


— - 


1 i 


From "the Papers communicated to us at * late General 

| Court, we learn, that Lord Clive left the Company' s Aﬀairs at 
|| | Bengal i in a very happy Situation, in January 1760,—and that 

| in the Ockoben following, Jaffer Ally Cawn, to whom the na- 


tional Faith was ſolemnly pledged, was depoſed, on Pretence of 
| Cruelty and Oppreſſion in his Government, Violation of his 


Treaty with the Engliſo, and the urgent Neceſſities of the 
Company. 


N 


The particular loftances of Cruelty. are the Deaths of Caja 
| Haddu, and Cofiim Ally, two General Officers, Surajah Dowla's 
Brother, and all that remained of the Family of Surajah Dowla. 
1 | 
Wi have enquired of the Gentlemen employed in the Company's 
Service at the Period theſe Executions are dated, and find, that 
not one of theſe Executions can be charged to Cruelty of Diſ- 

| poſition, in Jaffer Ally Cawn, but to that unhappy Form of 


| Government that gives deſpotic Power to the ſucceſsful Sword. 


I Coja Haddu and Coffim Ally were two General Officers, who 
were meditating the Death of the Soubab, and to place the 
Brother of the Surajab Dowla in the Government, The Plan 
| was communicated to Lord Clive by one Rajah Bullub. His 
Lordſhip teſtified his Abhorrence, and affured him, nothing 
could ever tempt him to violate his Treaty with the Soubah. 
I The Plot tranſpired, and the two Chiefs were put to Death, 
not by a regular Trial, becauſe they both commanded large 
Bodies of Men, who would have appeared with drawn Swords 
to vindicate them, but allaſlinated, to prong an Inſurrection; 
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Dutch, had we not interceded for them. 


l3 Þ 


and Surajah Dowla's Brother fell the Victim of the Soubab's juſt 
| Jealouſy, All that remained of the Family of Surgjab Dowla 
fell Victims to the ſame Jealouſy ; becauſe he feared the Engliſo 
Governor was meditating a Revolution, in whoſe Favour he 
knew not, his Fears pointed out theſe as the Objects; and Self- 
preſervation, not wanton Cruelty, taught him the fatal Remedy: 
for, I am well informed, Faffer Ally Cawn as little merits the 
Epithet of Cruel as any Man in Hindo/tan. No Inſtances being 
given of his Oppreſſions, can only ſay, I cannot learn his Go. 
vernment was uncommonly oppreflive, or more ſo than that of 
his Succeffor ; but had he been both cruel and oppreſlive, the 


Engh/h had no mow to be his Judges. 


Jaffer Ally Gee is charged with having violated every 
Article of his Treaty, but two only are mentioned. His Con- 


duct reſpecting the Dutch, and. the A of the Currency 
of our Calcutta Mint. | 


The firſt is ons by any one Proof; it is very poſ- 
ſible he might wiſh to ſee two European Powers in his Country, 
and himſelf hold the Ballance. That he did invite the Dutch 
to bring a Force in, is but a Surmiſe, if true, no Cauſe for a 
Rupture; for, when their Force arrived, he permitted us to 
uſe his Influence and Authority to what Purpoſe we pleaſed, 
ſent an Army to our Aſſiſtance, and would have extirpated the 


The 


r 6 PT, 


take the Field) this at once ſtopped the Source of the Com- 
pany's Revenues, by expoſing the Provinces aſſigned to the Com- 
. pany, to the Invaſion of the Enemy, and encouraged the tribu- 
tary Rajahs, and great Landholders, to Rebellion, and to the 
withholding the Rents due to the Government. The Death of Y 
the Soubat's Son, who was killed by Lightening, 9 his A 


E vernor for the general Good. We made a Treaty with him, 


[ prived of all Authority? Calcutta was then the only Place of 
k Refuge againſt his- Son-in-Law, who would have begun his 
1 Reign with murdering him. Such was the Revolution, planned 
1 by Mr. Holivell, adopted and executed by Mr. Vanſittart, who 
F | conſidered only how to retrieve the Com pany from the Varicty of 
a Diſtreſſes under which he found them when he arrived to take 
the Government, in the Month of Fern kl 


44 wed 
The Obſtruction of the Currency of Money coined” at our 
Mint aroſe from the Arts of the Bankers, not from the Soubah, 
who never ſcru 2 to receive WE into his AD 


The Migoeffities of the Saubab und the Company, aroſe from 
es fame Cauſe ; the ſuffering a moſt contemptible Enemy to 


N e into the Southern Provinces, (the very ſame Enemy 
hom Lord Clive had the Year. before driven out of the Pro- 


vinces, with little more than Half the Army he left ready to 


| Diltreſſes 


Oppreſſed with Grief and Misfortunes, he ſent his Son-in- 
Law, Coffim Ally Caron, to take Meaſures with the Eng/;/h Go- 


the very firſt Article of which implied a fixed Intent to depoſe 
his F ather-in-Law and Sovereign; for, what Prince is ſafe de- 


n 
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7 ESL 
A Meaſure: ſa. violent, and fo precipitate, | cool; not be 
” approved. From the Letter publiſhed under the 
Title of, 4 Letter to the fecret Committee, we ſee it occaſioned 
great Diſſentions Abroad ; ; indeed, it gave Riſe to two Partie 
n have ſubſiſted ever ſince, 


* : «hy 


„ having . the Moguls, *, gave him no Time 
to recover from his Pannic, but preſſed him fo cloſe, that Mr. 
Law, with a Party of fifty French, were taken Priſoners the ne t 
Day ; ; and the Day after, the Mogul delivered himſelf up to 
Major Carnac, which put an End to the War, and with the 
War, to the Diſtreſſes of the Government, and of the Company, 
and ſo it would have _ had Jafer Ay 1 re 2 


ed i in the Government. 
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By the Treaty made with Cam Ally Cawn, the Revenue of 
three Provinces, amounting to 600,000 7. per Annum, were aſs! 
ſigned over for the Payment of our Army, which was ſuppoſed 
to be maintained for the Support of the new Soubah. Ch 


A new Syſtem of Politics now took Place, the Saas Was 
taught that he was independant Maſter of his own Government, 
C | and 
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The Mogul here means the ſame Perſon, called the Shahzada or Prince, who 
entered the Province of Bahar laſt Year ; his Father being dead, he aſſumed the! 
Title of King, or as we commonly call him the Mogul, but would have pre- 
ferred the Government of Bengal, to the uncertain diſtant Proſpect of the * 
pire. 


— 


193. 


a ind to A him fo we gave into his Power Rannaran, the 
1 Nabob of Parns, to whom our Protection had been ſolemnly | 
[promiſed by Lord Clive, and who had merited it, by Services 
chat claimed a Continuance of that Protection, both from Ho- 
nour and Intereſt, now more immediately neceſſary, ſince by 
taking three Provinces to ourſelves, we were no longer Mer- 
| chants, but a rival Power to the Man, whom we had made 
Soubab; he could certainly look upon us in no other Light, he 
underſtood the Leſſon of Independancy ſo well, that he march- 
Jed his Army 200 Miles higher up the Country, where he 
11. built a Fortification, and formed his Attention to the diſciplin- | 
{ing of his Army, after our Manner, and the Increaſe of his 
q Revenue, ſtill growing rich and powerful, he began to check 
and to oppreſs the Trade of the Eng/i/h. From the Papers read 
Fat the. General Court, it ſhould. appear, that the Company's 
4 Servants advantaging themſelves of the Influence and Power of 

[the Engli/b, throughout the Country, had extended their Pri- 
vileges of Commerce beyond former Bounds; ; but it does not 
appear, that this was any Infringement or Violation of Treaties ; 
x; | for the original Phirmand, and the Treaty of Commerce made 
by Lord. Clive, and the ſelect Committee of Calcutta, with 
Meer Faffer, (both of which were read in Court) which were 
EF confirmed by Caſim Alley Cawn, extended the Privilege of 
1 trading Duty - free, to all Articles whatever, and they had avail- 
ed themſelves of this, during the two firſt Years of Ceſim Ally 
| Can 8 Government; but on a ſudden, the whole of this Com- 


merce was obſtructed, by the Nabob's ſtopping all the 


| [| 4 with their Cargoes, throughout every Part of his Domi- 
| nions. 


1 


tions. To. remedy this, Mr. Vanſittart went up to the Nas 
bob at Mongbeer, with whom he executed a Treaty of Com- | 8 

merce, unauthorized by his Council. His Intention therein was 
juſt and equitable, but it was looked on by the Soubeh and hi 

Subjects as a Conceſſion extorted by a Dread of his Force. Que 4 4 
Article in it ſubjected the Agents of the Engliſʒi to the Courts 
of the Soubah, ſo that the Remedy proved worſe than the Diſ- 


It may be neceſſary to explain to the Proprietors, that the 
Servants of the Company have always enjoyed the Privilege 
of carrying on a Trade to the different Parts of India, the Car- 
goes for ſuch Trade, and the Returns both require; the Pri- 
vilege of an inland Trade, for buying and felling Goods, at f , 
the beſt Markets, and this Trade has been always protected by the 
Company's Paſs, (or Duſtuck) and was never by the Natives 
diſtinguiſhed from the Company's own Trade. It is acknow- 
ledged, this Trade had been confined to Articles of Exports and 
Imports by Shipping, not that our Phirmaundor Treaties ſet 
any Limits to it; but former Soubabs, apprehenſive their Sub- 
jects and the public Revenue might ſuffer, had put this Ne- 
ſtraint upon us, which the happier Times that followed, we 
thought would have removed, and that, Increaſe of Power and 
Influence, ſhould have added Increaſe of Trade. On that Pre- 


ſumption, Mr. Vanfittart had given Paſſes, for Commodities 
from one inland Town to another, and availing ourſelves of our © 


Intereſt at Court, we had obtained Paſſes from the Soubah him- ; 
ſelf, or from the authorized Cuſtom-Maſters, for the Salt-Trade, 
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which" We had never Sende to protect by our own Paſſes; 


and the Governor, and all the principal Servants, had engaged 
0 far in this Trade, at the Time a general Stop was put to it 
- by the Soubah, though under Cover of bis, or his Officers. 
© Paſſes.” 


"This was certain Ruin ta all chil nad . in it, on * 


| Faith of the Soubab's Paſſes, and could not fail to create a ge- 
neral Murmur; the more fo, as the Treaty (hereto annexed) by 


fixing no Period, when the new Regulations, therein contained, 
ſhould take Place, expoſed the Trade, then on n _ nd one 


| K Town to another, to inſtant Seizure. 


Whoever argues, that the * are not to protect thete 


| * in their Trade, uſes an Argument that would render 


the Company unworthy the national Protection, and deſerving to 
forfeit their Charter. Their Servants Abroad are in this Light 


[7 be conſidered as Subjects, as Sch, the Company receive 


im them Conſulage, and other Duties to a great Amount, and 


$ aue ge Mature to be imputed to the Advantages of the 


Trade of the Servants, that Calcutta, is fo flouriſhing a Place, 


a ; having 400,000 Inhabitants, yielding a great Revenue to the 


Company, which is yearly increafing. It is by this Trade, their 


| * Servants acquire Fortunes, not by the Pay they receive from the 


Jompany, which to the higheſt, — the Gemen does 
not exceed 200 l. EO.” 


| To return to the Treaty. the Soubab, E ſay, eſteeming it a 
Conceſſion, from . and probably now, determined to break 
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with us, immediately made a moſt tyrannic Abuſs of it, s | 
appeared from -the Letters laid before the Court. ; 


; T0 conclude, Mr. FVanſittart himſelf, acknowledged the fe. | 
rors of it, in a Minute of Council, annexed ; and a Deputation | 
was ſent from Calcutta, to adjuſt a new Treaty. All that we - 
know, with Certainty is, that the Deputation were aſſaſſinated, 
on their Return, that Hoſtilities were commenced, and Taffer 
** Cawn, proclaimed Soubab. 


Thus by the laſt Advices, the Fate of the e was once 
more depending on the Iſſue of a Battle, for which the Saubab 
would have many Months to prepare himſelf, as the Hoſtilities 


began in the Month of June, the Rivers ſwell in July, and all 
Operations muſt ceaſe, till the Waters ſubſide i in the Month of 
October or November. What has been the 1 of theſe 


Misfortunes ? 
The unworthy, ungrateful Treatment of your Deng Ser- 
vants, many of whom, the moſt approved, and moſt experienced, 
were either turned out of the Service, or quitted in Diſguſt, at 
the Conduct of the Directors at Home, in ſuperſeding them, 
by Strangers, from other Settlements, by injurious Language 
in your Eetters, as the Public has already ſeen, in a Pamphlet, 
entitled, Reflection on the Commotions 90 Bengal. | 


The Want of Experience in a Governor brought from a at 
ſtant Settlement, unacquainted with the Scene he was to engage 
in, which betrayed him into a total Deviation from thoſe wiſe 


Maxims, by which Lord Chve n ſo much Honour to 
himſelf and to this Nation. 
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What Meaſures are now purſuing? 
Turning out more than Half the Council, without wait- 


ing their Vindication, and ſending for a Governor, a Stranger, 


from Bombay, utterly i gnorant of the commercial or political In- 
tereſts of Bengal ; left too at his Option to go or not, and if re- 
fuſed, one Price is ordered from Bombay, for whoſe Integrity or 


Abilities not even his Patron would vouch, And on him the 


Government muſt prabably devolve; for Mr. Spencer's Age and 


Circumſtances conſidered, it is not reaſonable to think he will 


venture to take the Government of f Rage in i NU em- 
broiled State. 


What may 50 the n nay, almoſt certain 8 
of 222 Meaſures? 5 


Beſides the er of Councillors turned out by the Orders 


from Home, for no other Crime, but an Attachment to Fafer 


Ally Cawn, who, at this Time, muſt either be Soubab, or the 
Engliſh drove out of the Country, it is reaſonable to expect every 
one, in independent Circumſtances, will immediately reſign, and 
the Succeſſion devolve on young Gentlemen of three to five 


= Years Standing in the Service, equally ſtrong in their Reſent- 


ment, at being ſuperſeded by Strangers; for that Indignity is 


common to all, to imagine Servants will ſubmit to it, is to ima- 


gine them without a Senſe of Honour, which I hope even our 


Directors would not wiſh. They are ſending a Governor, who, 
beſides the fatal Conſequences that may attend his Want of Ex- 


petience, comes with the Odium of ſuperſeding all the old Ser- 
vants; che inevitable Conſequence will be, that he will fund the 


Gen- 


(ax +) 


Gentlemen, ſuperſeded by him, unanimous only in diſtreſſing 
him, and thus eſtabliſh a new Source of Diſſentions, at a Time 
that calls for an Exertion of the greateſt Talents, alliſted by the 
Unanimity of the whole Settlement, to extricate the Company's 
Affairs from the Difficulties.in which they are involved. I do 
not lay it down as an unerring Rule, that the Directors never 
ſhould ſuperſede their Servants; in Caſes of very extraordinary 
Merit it will be acquieſced in. The Gentlemen of Bengal ſu- 
perſeded themſelves, and for the public Good ſet aſide the Ap- 
pointment of the Directors, and, of their own Authority, gave 
the Government to Lord Clive. But, in the preſent Caſe, 
where no ſuch extraordinary Merit is pleaded, (the Deputy 
Chairman, indeed, told us, Mr. Spencer was converſant in the 
Affairs of Dehli and Sittarab, as unconnected with the Affairs 
of Bengal as thoſe of China, or of Perſia) when a Gentleman 
has offered, whoſe Integrity and Abilities ſtand unimpeached, 
to whom I never heard but one Objection, a very extraordinary 
one indeed (his Attachment to Lord Clive). What are we to 
think of the Conduct of our Directors? Is one Man's Friend- 
ſhip and Partiality (to give it the moſt favourable Conſtruction) 
to endanger the Ruin of the Company? We faw 17000/. per 
Annum, laviſhly given to a Favorite, and other great and partial 
Donations ; yet, no General Court was called : Becauſe it could 
extend no further than the Lofs of ſo much Money to the Com- 
pany ; but in theſe unjuſt Appointments the whole is at Stake. 
If Jaſſer Ally Cawn is in the Government, what will he think 
when he ſees the Command of the Troops given to the very 
Man who depoſed him, and every Servant diſmiſſed who ſhewed 
an Attachment to him? Be not ſurprized, if he ſhould eſteem 
a War 
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4 War inevitable, and immediately ſeize your Out-Seittements, 
and put in Danger the Lives of your Servants. is e 


Would the Company ſhew a juſt Senſe of their preſent Dan- 
4 ger; would they recover the blemiſhed Reputation of the Na- 
| N tion; would the Directors lay afide all Party Paſſion and Reſent- 
ment; Reaſon would ſuggeſt to them the Remedy they ought to 
wiſh for, though Reflection would, perhaps, make thens ſenſible 
their In gratitude may Precdule them nw it. reacties 8 

1 hope, every Proprietor will attend the Wen General Court. 
That the Force of Argument, not of Numbers, may prevail, 
and that proper Steps may be taken to reſcuc the Company from 
the Dangers that threaten tbem. 
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The TREATY mad: by Governor rr, 


6 0 U R gracious Perwannah is arrived, and has greatly honoured me. 

I am informed of all the Particulars of your high Commands. 
| | It ſhall be written to the Chiefs of our Factories, that they are 
to give a Duſtuck for the buying and ſelling of Ship Merchandize; and Mer- 
cChandize that they buy and ſell in every Diſtrict for Traffic in this Country, 
they are to do according to Cuſtoms of other Traders and Merchants, and not 
to give the Company s Duſtuck®. They are to take a Duſtuck from Back/h-' 
bander or Shah-bunder, paying in upon the Coſt of the Merchandize q per Cent. 
including Wharfs, and other Receipts of Cuſtom; nor ſhall they uſe any Man- 
ner of Force or Violence, Extortion or unfair Dealing. 

It is hoped that your Excellency's Purwannah, will be iſlued out to the Fowy dars, 
and other Offices of the Government, that the Company's Duſtuck is to go 
along with the Purchaſe and Sale of Ship Merchandize, and they are by no 
Means to ſtop it, or demand the ſmalleſt Cuſtom; nor ſhall they hinder the 
Purchaſe and Sale of Country Commodities; but they are to give Duſtucks, 
receiving the Duties on Coſt of the Merchandize agreeable to your Excellency's 
high Command. And the Darugah's + at the Chokeys are only to take ty: 
of the Duftuch, without demanding any Thing. 

Heretofore it was written to all the Chiefs of our Factories, to forbid them 
injuring. the Country People and Inhabitants of the Pergannahs, and protecting 
the Dependants and Servants of the Sircar t, and damaging the Affairs of the 
Sircar. Now gepeated Directions ſhall be ſent, that they are to refrain from 
ſuch Proceedings: and further conſidering the Officers of the Government as 
Magiſtrates, where they are: In caſe of any Troubles or Diſputes happening, they 
are to appear before that Magiſtrate, and have them ſettled by his Deciſion. | | 

Let your Excellency's Inſtructions be ſent to the Fou da's,and Om̃cers, 
that they are to determine Diſputes of our Factors with Juſtice and Truth, 
and are to have no Regard to Party Concerns. And if any one complains 
againſt a Factor to ſend for him, and ſettle the Affair Face to Face: And if a 
Factor has Cowplaint againſt any one, to conſider it well, and ſo determine 


it. 
It has been written to the Chiefs of Mamabu and Luckypore, that they ſhall 
not make Salt-works, nor hinder the Merchants and Farmers of the Salt- 
works that pay Revenues to the Government, but to buy what they want of 
| E them 
_ | — 
* Cu/tom-Maſters. + Toll Takers on the Roads, f Government. 
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1 Te will be ſent to the Wa = Servants of all « - Fate 
mat are not to farm or buy Lands ; and whateyer th have bou 
befeio ore th they are to Lelign it. fv 9 N «DIY 152 T4 T SY- 

Vet your Excellency” 5 , be paſſed, that the Price 2 the Purchaſe be 
| | Tikewiſe returned. A ATOY a 

But from ſeveral Places there is come PREME avis] the Officers of the 
Sircar importune for former Collections, and _— bind, and” mine, Peo- 
Fler which Doings are far from being juſt... ro vi 26) Auf 9vigc 

% Let your BkeelHency” s Order be paſſed that they return back 20 Price 5 
e Purchaſe, and hever demand old Account?? 
© © The Chiefs and Servants of the Factories will be directed, "that they are 
not to hinder the Brokers and Weavers of the Government. 

And if your Excellency is not pleaſed that the Money a Bullion v3 
Englip Gentlemen and their Factors, ſhould be made into Siccas & in the Mints of 
"Azimabad and Jebangernagan, and by it there will be a Loſs to the Scar, let 

the Darugaks of thoſe Places be ordered not to receive the Money and Bullion 
"of the Engliſb Company, to be made into Siccas. But upon hearing this, the 

Money Changers will demand, as Exchange, juſt what wif want, and. the 
3 | Company's Buſineſs: will be impeded by this Means. 

lt is hoped that a Perwannah will be iſſued out to the Nats of Ne 

| | chad, Fehangernagan, and Aaimabud, that the Exchange on Mopge, of the Eng- 
bp Company and Gentlemen, ſhall be taken according to the Mar cet-Currency s 
&; and i in caſe of Exaction to bring the Mon- Changers to Puniſhment. NE; 
| Directions will be ſent to the F actors at Zuallpara', that Be! is to tranſact Bufi- 
ah neſs of Traffic as was Cuſtom heretofore ;, and he i is not to trade with the People 
of the Hills, the Bootars or People of Aſſam. Whatever he his to r fe 
in that Place, he is to do by Means of the Officer of the 
your Excellency” s Order be ſent to the Darugah, that he ĩs to deal with the' Hu- 


5 Factors as with other Merchants.“ 


8 2 VANSITTART' s Minutz, b the Errors of the Tr EY? 


Bit Nerat, that the late Conduct of the Government's o in 
X: many Parts of the Country, gives me too mich Reaſon now to think with the 
| Reſt of the Board, that they cannot exerciſe Authority without Oppreffion ; 
and that whatever Cauſe they might have of: Complaint againſt . the Engliſb Go- 

+ ma/ials, their own Tyrannies are yet more inſupportable ; for, inſtead of free- 
ing our Trade from any Impediment, Detention, or Obſtruction, under Pre- 

. + tence of Cuſtoms, Duſtore, &c. whit, was my only Intent of laying down ſuch 
Rules, they have had a quite contrary Effect. The Officers of the Government 
* on the Reſtraints laid un our Agents and Camgllube, — di- 

y contrary to the Conditions preſcr;hed.to them. SEN | 


8 Ft Grin. J 
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